
 I am an aspiring recording artist who has never profited after twoindependent 
releases, an avid buyer of CDs and a concerned citizen. I often
listen to FM radio.

I have released two albums. I have had no hit songs. I am unsigned. I do not
play live at all. My meager sales have been primarily to friends and
aquaintences and also independent music sellers based on the internet.

I have sent a CD to two local radio stations. One of these is a college
radio station and the other is a major commercial rock station named KRZR.
The major station did play one of my songs once on a late night show that
plays only local artists. To the best of my knowlege this is the only
station in this area that plays any local artists' songs. This is limited to
a 30 minute show once a week. This is far too little time in my opinion.

The college station ignored me.

I think a definition of local could be helpful. However, care should be
taken not to exclude small towns that may be on the fringe of station's
signal and so called "market". I also think that artists with national hits
should not be considered local even if they are based locally.

I think the FCC should require more community-responsive programming.

Local programming should be about issues, interests, people and music that
have not achieved national notoriety.

Locally originated programming is a good definition, so long as this
programming is not nationally syndicated or somehow nationally broadcast.

Local news, local public affairs, local entertainment, local sporting
events, and all local music should count whether presented in a special show
or whether interspersed with non-local programming.

Non programming participation with local organizations, charities and fund
raising should not be considered as part of a station's local requirements.

I have no personal knowlege that payola is occurring, but, based on articles
I have read I assume that payola is still common.

Radio stations, radio station employees and radio station contractors should
not be allowed to recieve any money or merchandise from any record company,
any music research company, any music publicity company or any recording
artist with the exception of advertising so long as the payment rates are
consistent with those of all other advertisments and so long as the ads are
limited to brief ten second clips of songs and not entire songs.

Voice tracking should be illegal. Every broadcast should be required to
state where the program originated every 15 minutes.

National playlists should be illegal. National playlists are a form of
monopoly. Stations that primarily play music should be required to devote at
least 10 percent of their broadcast day to local artists. Music stations
should also be required to play a minimum of 100 different songs in a 24
hour broadcast day.

Large broadcast companies like Clearchannel should be broken into pieces. A
monopoly should not be allowed in the United States of America. The airwaves
are often the conduit of important national political information. As such
this resource NEEDS to be protected from those who would control what we are
allowed to know much more vigilantly than any other resorces.

LPFM stations are a good thing and more would be better. LPFM could benefit
the music community by providing programming that the more greedy commercial
stations deem unprofitable.



The diversity of every thing in this nation is being wiped out. Large chain
stores use their economic clout to crush local businesses. The result is
that anything locally unique tends to be replaced that which is available
everywhere.

This economic accretion of power and influence threatens to undermine our
country. 

The same thing is happening to radio. Except that radio content includes the
very information you and I use to judge our leaders and our national
policies. This MUST remain free from centralized control in order for the
citizenry to be able to access to the truth.

Music is suffering from the same kind of centralized control. Our choices
are being made for us. Give me diversity and let me decide who and what I
get to listen to.

I prefer to live in a free country and not in some corporate controlled
state.

I would like to thank the FCC for taking the time to hear my opinions.

Sincerely,
Gordon Lee Weaver

            
            


